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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SPECIAL SHEL CAN ITER SER RES ARMY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


12 July 199 


Note to: ppaperyp 63 


By: Kenneth W. Hechler 
Major, Infantry (Ros) 


No record in German was mace at the time of this oral interview, 
inasmuch as Lt. Merriam took notes in inglish on the remarks of General 
Remer as they were translated by the interoreter. Lt. Merriam tien used 
his sn-lish notes as tne basis for this reoort which he vrepared after 
tne comletion of tne oral interview. 

Tnis was the only oral or written interview which Lt. Merriaz had 
concernin, matters other tna the Ardennes Offensive. From previous 
readin:s on the 20 July 194h plot, Lt. kerriam was particilarly interested 
in collecting details on this affair, «ith the possible hcope that he 
right later oublish a book or magagzine article devoted tc the German 
storv behind this plot. 

(The first saragraph of the above is based on a genera! knowledge of the 


way in which Lt. serriam overated; tue second ».aragraoh is based on 


wnat Lt. Merriam told me personally.) 
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“ile 
Porsword 


This interview is one of a saries conducted by the 
iMistorieal Seetion, SPOUSA, and its successors. Unfortunately, only a 
typed record in mglish is available for editing. It is not knowm 
whether a record in Cerman was made at the time of the interview, nor, 
if one was mada, can the accuracy of the translation be determined. 
Therefore, no absolute guarantee can be given as to the authenticity and 
completeness of detail of this version of the interview. Only obvious 
errors in spslling, punctuation, end grammatical construction have been 
corrected. Ali parenthetical statements, except those of the interviewer 
and editor, which are identified ae euch, are as they appear in the 


available record. 
TS 
Ads 


apt Inf 
Historical =ditor 


MAY 31 1948 


Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003100150014-1 


Approved it Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80RAMPS1R003100150014-1 
ETHINT 63 i 


1. After five years of fighting with Ps Div *Crossdautech- 
land," in France, the Balkans, ani Russia, I sas brought Back to Berlin 
for & rest, andi was given command of the Honor Hattalion guarding the 
Government headquarters. Frior to this command, * had been acting com 
mander of a panser grenadier regiment in Fs Div "Srossieuteachiand.” This 
¥ach (Guard) Bn, besides having the minsion of protecting the Government, 
also represented the Arcy in Berlin. 

2. “her [ assume! command of the Battalfon, my predecessor 
warned me to be on quam! because on Nehrmacht Dey {n 19/0 {sometime during 
Varch), a putsch had been attempted against the Sovesmment but had Deen 
nipped in the bud. sy predecessor further steted that this putsch had 
never been disclosed, not even to Soebbela, because it was taourcht it 
would be better non to diaturb the nation by letting i+ be known that an 
attempt had beun mace to overthrow the Puehrer. 7 iamediately reco snised 
the reaponsiblittias of my onettion, especially in view of the Sset that 
at that time «we had over a mitlion Zoreign woriers in Berlin, ami that, if 
any revolution did start, these people would be 4 very great menace. 

2, Aa part of the plane for tne sefenss of the Terlin area, 
we hod two mobilization schemes airosady prepared, both of which involved 
use of the Heplacement Army in Geriin. “@ nec cole «ords for the 
eventuality of either an enemy crossing of the borier or of an internal 
revolutions upon receint of these respective code names, I inmediately «as 
to mobilise my unit for action. "CGneisenan" wes the code mame for an 


internal revolution. 
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giving the code word "Gneisenau." ria eat came fron the fittien of the 


wWilitary Commander in Berlin, Gen von Hasee; I we ordered to repart te : 
him immediately. I arrived at the Commander's office ant found « sumber 
of general officers and other high personages already aesepled there, 
when I entered the room, I noticed that the G-3 (Hit not further identi 
fied) appeared very pale and that apparently a ner man by the name of Maj 
yon Hajessen had replaced him. The atmosphere was very tease, J was tals 
that the Fuehrer had died by accident, that & revolution had broken out, 
thet the executive powers had passed to the Arwy, ari that I wae to bleck 
off a certain district of the Government agencies so that no one could get 
4n or out. 

5, That statement, combined with the tenseness of the 
atmosphere ani the wumning my predecessor had given me, put me on guard, 
To alleviate my doubt, I asked Gen von Hasse the following six questions! 

(1) Is the Puehrer dead? 

(2) Where is the revolution? I saw none as I eame to 
your headquarters from mine. 

(3) Are the revolutionists foreign workere? 

(4) Why has the axecutive power passed to the Army 
rather than the Armed Forces (Wehrmacht)? 

(5) ‘ho is the mecessor to Hitler? 

(6) Who has signed the orders etving control to the 
Aray? 

4. 7 received no satisfactory answers to these questions. 
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However, I returned to my Sattalion ami immediately called a conference 
of officers at which I ordered a ring placec around the Sovernment 
buildinss, ari gave instructions that no one was tc accept any orders un- 
less they were given by we personally. The entire situation looked 
suspicious to me, but I did not know what was going on. 

7. Although the ring was placed around the Government 
buildings, it was not camplete because the subway had not been cut off, 
nor had communications been cut. The Army Headquarters had been told that 
an Obstlt Wolter would be down to assist me in these technical matters. 
When this officer arrived, he immediately said that I need net be afraid 
of him, that he was not a spy. This made me extremely mepicions because 
I could not understand why he would think I would regard him as a spy un- 
less something umisual was going on. 

8. After the meeting of my officers, one of my lieutenants , 
named Hagen,called me aside and said that he wished to report that he had 
seen Genfldm von RBrauchitsch in the streets. He expressed extreme surprise 
at this as Von Brauchitsach had been retired for some time and was not 
often seen in Berlin. The lieutenant sugrested that he contact a man for 
whom he worked prior to his entrance into the Army. He said this man was 
not one of the "master race" ani might be able to give some suggestions on 
the situation. I sent him to see this former employer of his. 

9. After we formed the ring around the Government buildings, 
I was ordered to watch particularly the section near the railroad station, 
whieh was where the security police were located. A short time later, as 


‘Iwas moving through the streets, I spotted an Obst Schaefer, whom I 
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rememberad as one of the men mentioned by ay predecessor as being in- 
volved in the 1943 putsch. (Interviewer!s Note: Genmad Remer said that 
Schaefer was not arrested at the time of the 19/3 putsch beeause the 
Sovermaent wanted to keep the attempt a secret. Schaefer had tested the 
nari of the consplrators in the 1943 putsch by coming to Cemmj Pamerts 
predecassor and asking him what the situation was.) T later learned that 
schaefor was to take command of my Honor Guard Battalion, 

10, A short time later, I was called again to the office of 
tha idiitary Commander where I was told that Goebbels wes to be arrested 
and that T wes the man to do it. I said that I 444 not wish to make the 
arrast because Goebbels had been the protector of the Px Div "Grossdeutsch- 
land" and that I had an allegiance to hin. It finally wis agreed that. 
some of the Military Police would make this arrest, 

| li. When T retumed to zy headquarters, T found Lt Hagen 
waiting for ma. He had seen his former employer who in turn had sent his 
Lo see Goebbels. He had spoken briefly with Goebbels, whe did not believe 
“he facte presented to him until he had seen some armored vehicles driving 
around outside. Goebbels then sent Hagen back to see me with word that 
apparently a military putsch was intended and that I was te report to him. 

12, I went with Hagen to ave Gen von Hasse, and there I had 
the lieutenant relate his visit with Goebbels. At the conclusion of this, 
I asked Von Hasse if 7 right go to see Goebbels, which he fokbads me to do. 
Because I felt that Von Hasse did not seem to be aware of the situation and 
because after considerable reasoning with myself I decided that Goebbels, 
in the position as Commissioner of Defense for Berlin, waa in reality my 


‘ Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003100150014-1 


Approvedillidr Release 2003/10/22 : cia-RDP80R431R003100150014-1 


STHINT 63 5. 
superior, I finslly decided that I should go to ses him despite the fact 
that Yon Hasse had refused my request. ‘ 

13. I went to Goebbels! office and was immediately ushered 
in to see him. Before I had gone in, I had told a group of my man I had 
brought with me that if I were not back in 20 mimtes they should come 
up to jet ne. [ did this because I did not fully trust Goebbels and 
wanted to cake gure that he was not also involved. 

1s. I was immediately admitted to Goebbels’ office and the 
first question that he asked me was, "Are you & Na2i officer?* I told 
his that I had taken my oath to the Fuehrer and that, I intended to keep 
it even if he were dead, Coebbels then said, "ithat do you knew about the 
situation?" J told his what I had previously heard, and he said that this 
could not be true because he had talked to the Fushrer over the telephone. 
I then asked Goebbels if he were behind the fushrer; he reached out his 
hand and gave ma his word of honor that he wes. Then Coebbels asked me 
what I had done and I told him as much as I thougnt it wea advisadsle to 
tells I wo: atill not abaolutely certain that Coebsels wag loyal. I told 
hia that I wanted to talk with the Puehrer to ascertain for myself that 
he was still alive. He said this could be arranged ind in three almites 
To was talxing with the "iehrer, Hie said to me, "Yow we have the criminals 
and saboteurs of the hasternm Front. Only « few officors are involved and 
we will elisinate the: “ram the roots. You ars plicei in a histerte 
position, You are responsible to use your heac, ‘You are under my comand 
until Himmler arrives to take over the Replacement Army. Do you under- 


stand me? 
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At the end of the conversation, Goering, who was present, asked me what 
the Fuehrar had said and I related the conversation in substance, f 
also told Goering that I had immediately confirmed the actual situation 
to the Armies (Bi: 77) moving toward Berlin and that I would inform 
Genma} von Hasse of the situation and do everything Y could to prevent 
unnecessary bloodshed. 

15. By this time, a tank formation had been alerted and was 
assembling in the Berliner Plats. Although this group thought that x was 
with the revolution, I was able to get in touch with them just in time to 
prevent any bloodshed. J then assuned command of the tanks and used then 
to help prevent any shots being fired. Six officers to whom I spoke 
believed me when I said Hitler was alive and that. I knew what to de. I 
called on the Replacement Army to send additional people, Previously, 
Goering had said he was going to call out the $3, but I told him that they 
should keep the SS out of this, that it was an Army job and they should 
let us finish it. 

25. At this time, there was a report of some shooting and T 
Was ordered to block the sector where the brains of the putsch were 
gipposed to be. Although the new government had placed troops fron a 
pangér unit, around this area, I was able to talk with then in téme to 
effect thair withdrawal. When I went to the area of the shooting which 
had been reported by Coering, I saw Gen Fromm (Sd: Genobst Friedrich 
“rome of the Replacement Army. I eafd to him, "You are a maa fram the 
Px Div "Grossdeutechland." What are your orders?" At the sane time 


‘altenbrunner, Chief of the Gestapo (Bi: probably Ogruf Dr Erast 
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Yaltenbrumner, Chief of Security Police and Security Service), also came 
amd shortly thereafter ilimmler arrived; the crisis had passed. 

17. I will now relate to you the harpenings at the Binder~ 
Dlock, which I have heard only from people who were there. Count von 
Stauffenberg, who had placed the bomb in Hitler's Headquarters, which was 
in Rastenburg at that time, believed that liitler was dead beeause he had 
successfully placed the bomb, heard the explosion, and gotten away. Von 
Stauffenberg returned to Berlin by airplane, but, typical of the mentality 
of the plotters, had neglected to arrange for 2 car to meet him at the 
airport. As a result, he had to wait an hour for transportation into tow. 

18. Yon Stauffenberg went to the Rinderblock, where, with 
Cenodst loepner and others, he tried to play at revolution. At this time, 
Cen Fromm tried to arrest Stauffenberg, but instead was arrested himself 
by the idlitary Police. (dd: As this officer can be identified as Genobst 
Prededrich froma, Cemaaj Remer's account of his actions that follow is 
confusing. As Senohst Fromm was executed 14 Mey 45 for participation in 
the plot, 1 can only be assumed that either he wac executed for a crime 
of which ne was innocent or, seeing that the plot was doomed to failure, 
decided to try to save himself by turning on his fellow conspirators.) ~ 
At this point, Fromm requested Von Brauchitech to come to the Binderblock. 
Yon Brauchitach had been asked to participate in the Putach, but he was 
not interested and had retumed to his home. The Commander of ¥Yehrirets 
III, Gen von Kortsfleisch, me also invited to participate, and was 


arrested when he refused to take part. 
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19. The entire thing was very naive, Telephones were ine 
tact ami neither tha populace nor the Army was against. Hitler. ff the 
plot had been successful, Hitler and the Nazis would have beeame great | 
martyra mither than die the death they now have suffered. 

20. Gen von Kortafleisch madé a great deal of trouble when 
he was arreasteds he went somewhat crazy, and threw ink wells and other 
things «rand the root. When this frecas started, It attracted the 
attention of saz genural offleers on the floor above, and thease officers 
amed themselves and cane down to free Von Kortsfleiach and Prem, Wher 
this was cccamplished, Cen Fromm iomediately held a court-martial on the 
spot and sentenced to daath seven of the persons involved in the plot, | 
These officers were shot in the courtyard by some of my saldiers, with | 
the lights of automobiles illueinating the courtyard. Among those 
immediately shot was Count von Stauffenberg. Ger Beck, the former Chief 
of the General Staff, was allowed to kill himself. Genobst Soepner was: 
allowed ta live temporarily because they thought he had mach mere infor 
nation an the plot. CGenfldm von Witsleben, being of superior rank to 
Gen Frama who headed the court-martial, could not be shots hewever, he > 
later was hanged. 

21. In my opinion the brains of the Putech rests with Count 
von Stauffenberg. 
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INTRRROGATION REPORT No 34 


I. Cover and Decention Prior to the ARDENNES Offensive 
This report was prepared in answer to USTET Inter- 
rogation Brief No 4, dated 13 July 1945. 
Preamble. Generalnajor otto Ernst REMER, source for 
the answers to this questionnaire, is the cajor — il , 
formerly in command of the “achhatailion in RERLIY, who was 
instrumental in checkinz the military Pol loearuroden of 
the 20 July 1944 plot against HITLR's life. He assuned 
command of the Fuehrer Begleit Brisade (S3rieade Ri LR) 
shortly before the ARDENNES offensive. 
The Fuehrer Begleit Brigave left RASTINBURG, Ost- 
preussen, about 25 November for EAT™, (Bifel) (Gsas 4346/ 
ne SIA 4577) and ~as first eomitted in the ST VITH area 
(GSGS 4042/6/P 88), Whence *+ aadvanced towerds LAROCHE 
(GSGS 4042/6/r 47). 2 2? lTeceuaber See REMER vas 
committed west of B.STOGAZ (43GS8 49429/6/ 2 in order to 
secure German positions in this sector. 
Rrigade REUER was cozmrosed of the folloringe elements 
at the start of the ARDEIVSS offensive: 
Flak abteilunge 
Grenadier Pataillon 1 (SP") 
Grenadier Bataillon 2 (ot) 
Grenadier Bataillon zbyY 928 (later Grenadier 
Bataillon 3) 
3 artillerie Abteilung 
Panzer Aabteilune 
Heeres Sturmgeschuetz abteilung 290 


Panzer Resiments Stab 
Ppachrichten «tteilune 
reld Zrsatz Abteilung 


Answers to the Juestionnaire., 


1. “hat security measures vere adopted by German 
unit commanders betreen tne time they received 
initial orders concerning the ARDENNES of- 
fensive and 16 December 1944? 


a. Radio security. From the arrival of the 


Fuehrer Begleit 2rigade 
December 1944 until the 
December 1944, the urit 


There vere no exercises 
Even the use of rnrivate 
prohibited. 

b. 


higher echelons. 


e¢. Securit 
fication by aircraft. 


False radio traffic. 
REWER used no false radio trerfic, 


of troon move... 
Before and 


in t2 test in early 

commitment of the brizgate on 18 
Kect a strict radio sllence. 
with radio-comnunication sets. 
radio sets at lovest level vas 


iilthoush the trigade 
some was emrloyed by 


ants to avoid identi- 
during the offensive all 


troop movements were executed by night or in unfavorable 


flying weather. 
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SBOOR Ef 
INTERROGATION REPORT No 34 


Over and Deceotion Erior to the ART TRS offensive 
Continued ) 7 


In clear weather only sinsle vehicles ~ere neraitted to 
travel on roads. .n order vas issue} that convoys which 
had haule@ sunplies t> the front Quring the night should 
travel during daylisht in an eastvard direction in order 
to deceive the enesy by Patines ea withdrawal of troops 
from ‘the £(ront- lines. Vesiola: particularly tracked 
armnorec vehicles, vere parked “ro0as outside of towns. 


i3 jv 


vf 
4a defenses ~ere passive, and onl: in case of an air attack 
t a 


on military targats vere they to oven Tire, 
Svecial eure ves takan to enforces en-ouflace ¢@ 

in torms, Traees nig “ere vemoved, aid the assexbly 

Or marc.ing of large bodies of men vas vrohibiteda. he use 

of road-marxers ear- eign -osts b. units in villares or on 

roads “as proiibited: unit narkers vere not Aisrlayed on 


re) 
tim ft 


billets. ‘nly during actuel road marches could markers be 
posted, shovine the names 29° commanding otfieers as unit 


f 


ation. Roat control by military police “as very 
Strict, ana rorcds ¢211l4 he use? by unit convoys only in 
accordance with a seheéule. 11 ve.‘ecle bumper markings 
were wainted over. During the transport of tanks on rail- 
way flatesrs, camouflace had to coneeal the vehiolas in 
such a ay that they coulé not be recocnized from the air 
ag tanxs. 


Sunply dumps of all kinds vere dispersed very sxill- 
fully in forests, esnecislly pine voods. Roses leazing to 
and from suvtply instcllations vere Tiéened to avuid traffic 
jams. “2 trains near sce tome 2f onsrationg vers Kev 

in tunnels or in voods duving dayliekt. The unloading of 
trains “as srread over many smeil stations, and facilities 
were ‘ran © ROA OP OVEREID OOULG De adore Very quickly, 
aOter vehicles could drive oniy to within 12 km of the front. 
artillery, annunition, ane bricre-buiilding equipment wag 
movec by horse-dran velicles tue lest 10 ¥m,. 


at night, strict blackout disceicline ~as maintained, 


any 7° these se: ity measures had been SOP in 
the Yehruacht for sove tine “Hovever, during thea period in 
Question srecia: car: as taxen to insure strictest enforce- 


ment of. these rules. 


d. Issuance of detailed orders only to senior 

officers. 11 prenarations for the offensive “ore clrec 

ully concealed from tactical coamanders.as “ell as from the 
troons, Ru:0rs vere svread intimatineg that the troor ; 
concentrations ~ere nsesssary to hol? off an exveeted 
asllied attac: frog north af the Sro-7.. Irientstion as 
given to snall srouns of officers, senetuled sacording to 
the imrortanes of each unit's mlasion, ant held as shortly 
as oossible before the start of tus offensive. This sched- 
ule (Terminkaiender) was anorozinately as follows: Eriefing 
for Corps comranders, i minus eight days; for division com- 


manders, Db minus six Gays; for lovér edcnelon unit commanders, 


D minus one day. B8efsre tie briefing, each officer as svorn 
to secrecy, and told thet violation ~oxnl14 be punisned by 
death. o* 
oie at ae Dp 
-— 5m 
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(Continued) 


EVER himself took nart in tvs brisfines ana 
‘sanitable exercises. The first one toox rlces at Torns 
headquarters acproxivs itely eiecht days before the start of 
the offensive. He @ccs not pemeaho which eorrs it “as, 
Here he Tas informed Abst His Mission Vor the “riret. tine, 
The second briefine ~as held at hendouarters of G.aneral 
KRUEGER's XLVILII Corns. 


The follovins “robles wars Jdiseussed:  ovenent into 
assembly ana juvrinc-orf areas; artiliary rositions and 
ammunition supnly ; VASMISLEION OF ele ients. Not. Poking part 
in Ghe @tLack; “overt s oF Gris s6-DiLl ine siaieents 
method of attsezx fir units texine vert in th ju cin-off 
(sneck trooms S>stine for vow Srots, “Hels sursly -of pe- 
inforcements; ‘ealins vith noerats of resistanes in over- 
run areas; sursliss. 


WO.ROCES “Cou s Oe Taner dN une tae bred es and maps 
and Orders: Use! “ere eollectae sain sb tas enc: of the 
meeting. ii ions and proPle is ~hieh eame ur Auring the 
exercises co A to or emrloyed onl: indirectly 
in ce cea dth other otficers or in the trainines of 
trOORS>- “Urtere, “Ste. Prise Ss ane verbal, etsy, bey orld 
be handled only by a ltaiss- offiesr easnecially assiens 7a 
to this fob. Snrin>- trroe moversrts or on the march into 
the assembly orca, nothirs could be disclosed to the en, 
and only on> Cay) Defers the comilt ent “ere they inforsed 
about their sission. 

lan 


6,  Gensorshin, Shortly Dorors ant during @ 
move: by Padi, no Tetters or other eommuntieatis?s could be 
scent by the troove, “11 ee nsere,in of tail in tsn-ral “as 
Pipntetes before tas-ster> so tia SOP OR SIVG. . EP OOLe “ere 
strictly ee a to “ise bie ns ae OST SVS Url, -Or 
to telephote,; any only letters eortainins gerers) intors 
mation vers re, Nee Cae Ones Se eau idan “Sestak 
system “as also clacet unter aqoenesvsil:. 

f. Seeclab security ind .otrination oF inavie 


duels, Theme a6 4a 65828 GR fo scor. Bee -eibiest Setter 
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INTERROGATION REPORT No 34 


I. Cover and Deception Prior to the ARDENNES Offensive 
Continued 


b. Time and place of arrival, The units 
mentioned in a. above arrived in the area of DAUN (Lifel) 
(GSGS 4346/K 51/L 3577), on 29 and 309 November 1944, The 
following units arrived in the DLUN area in,the order listed 
below,during December, the last one arriving 15 December 1944: 


artillery Abteilune (newly activated) 
Heeres Sturmgeschuetz ..btellune 
Panzer ..bteilung 

Panzer Regiments Stab 


ec. wiethoa of transrortation. Transcortation was 
by rail, save for a fe small motor convoys. 
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